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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE 

AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF JUSTICE 
MICHAEL J. EAGEN 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Michael J. Eagen, former Chief 
Justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
whose life will be commemorated by the 
Lackawanna County Historical Society with a 
History Marker. A shrewd legal mind, Eagen 
was a celebrated force for change in the 
Pennsylvania justice system before his retire-
ment in 1980. 

Michael J. Eagen was born on May 9, 1907 
and grew up in Jermyn, Pennsylvania. In 
1927, Eagen graduated from St. Thomas Col-
lege, today the University of Scranton. Eagen 
then enrolled at Harvard Law School. After 
one semester, he returned to Northeast Penn-
sylvania following the loss of a family busi-
ness. Eagen later enrolled in a law course in 
Philadelphia and passed the bar exam to start 
practicing law. 

Eagen then set his sights on elected office 
and public service, beginning his illustrious ju-
dicial career. In 1933, at the age of 26, he 
was elected the youngest District Attorney in 
Lackawanna County. After two terms as DA, 
he became the youngest judge in Lackawanna 
County history at 34 years old. While on the 
bench, Eagen was outspoken against corrup-
tion, notably criticizing city police and Assist-
ant City Solicitor Joseph V. Phillips in a 1943 
case when a defendant claimed he was de-
nied his right to testify. 

In 1959, Eagen joined the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court. In 1977, Eagen was named the 
Court’s 38th Chief Justice. In his years on the 
Supreme Court, Eagen ordered a number of 
reforms to improve Pennsylvania’s judicial sys-
tem. Under his deft leadership, the Court was 
expanded, delays in resolving civil lawsuits 
were rectified and streamlined, and a system 
of accountability for judges was instituted re-
quiring them to submit a monthly report on the 
status of their assigned cases. 

After an impressive 21-year career on Penn-
sylvania’s highest court, Chief Justice Eagen 
retired from the bench in 1980. Eagen passed 
away in 1987 at 80 years of age, leaving be-
hind an impressive legacy and a reformed 
Pennsylvania judicial system. It is an honor to 
recognize his many contributions to Pennsyl-
vania. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 222 and 223. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on both. 

RECOGNIZING ADAM BLANKS 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Adam Blanks for his hard work and 
dedication to the people of Colorado’s Fourth 
District as an intern in my Washington, D.C. 
office for the Spring of 2017. 

The work of this young man has been ex-
emplary, and I know he has a bright future. He 
served as a tour guide, interacted with con-
stituents, and learned a great deal about our 
nation’s legislative process. I was glad to be 
able to offer this educational opportunity, and 
look forward to seeing him build his career in 
public service. 

Adam plans to continue pursuing his degree 
at the end of this internship. I wish him the 
best as he pursues his career path. Mr. 
Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Adam 
Blanks for his service the last several months 
to the people of Colorado’s 4th district. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I missed Roll 
Call Vote 222 (H. Res. 187) and 223 (H.R. 
876). Had I been present, I would have voted 
YES on both. 
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RECOGNIZING NOLAN HENDERSON 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Nolan Henderson, a true American 
hero and pillar of our community, who passed 
away earlier this month. 

Henderson was born and raised in Glenford, 
Ohio in Perry County. Soon after his gradua-
tion from Glenford High School, where he was 
part of the 1941 State Championship basket-
ball team, he made the decision to join the 
Army. 

In the Army, Henderson served with the 
101st Airborne ‘‘Screaming Eagles’’ Division 
as a paratrooper in the 907th Field Glider Artil-
lery Battalion. He fought in the Normandy in-
vasion on D-Day, and was awarded the 
Bronze Star, Distinguished Unit badge with 4 
bronze stars, and the WWII Victory Medal. His 
Battalion would go on to become the most 
decorated Army division of WWII. 

After returning home, Henderson began a 
long career of serving the Glenford commu-
nity. He served nearly 40 years as the Mayor 
of Glenford and 35 years as a rural carrier for 
the U.S. Postal Service. He was an active 
member of multiple community organizations, 
touching nearly every aspect of the commu-
nity. This included time on the Northern Local 
School Board, the Glenford Lions Club, and 
the Shelly Park Board. He even served with 
the Hopewell Volunteer Fire Department. 

Throughout his life, there is no doubt of the 
impact he has had on our community and our 
nation. Thank you Nolan Henderson. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 222. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF UPLIFT FAMILY SERV-
ICES 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and commend Uplift Family Serv-
ices, the oldest charitable institution in Santa 
Clara County. Uplift Family Services, pre-
viously known as EMQFF, is a non-profit be-
havioral health organization for children and 
families and will celebrate its 150th anniver-
sary this year. Today, Uplift Family Services is 
one of the largest family centered treatment 
programs in all of California; they serve 
20,000 children in 30 different countries. 

Uplift Family Services, founded in 1867, 
evolved from an orphanage and Chinese res-
cue mission to California’s largest, most com-
prehensive provider of behavioral health serv-
ices for children and families. In fact, in 1994, 
Uplift Family Services became the first agency 
in California to launch an innovative program 
called Wraparound. That program, which deliv-
ers mental health and trauma related services 
to children and families, is now mandated in 
every county in the State of California. Uplift 
Family Services and its directors have played 
a vital role in generating community aware-
ness, and facilitating engagement for the com-
munities they serve. In so doing, they assist 
individuals realize their hopes for behavioral 
health and emotional well-being. 

Uplift Family Services’ three-part Crisis Con-
tinuum of Services serve an average of 200 
youth per month and successfully divert 70 
percent of the youth from hospitalization. In 
addition, Uplift Family Services provide Foster 
Care and Adoption Services to 26 counties in 
California. Uplift Family Services was awarded 
the 2016 Agency Community Hero Award by 
the Santa Clara County Behavioral Health 
Board. Since its inception, Uplift Family Serv-
ices has helped children and adolescents with 
complex behavioral challenges recover from 
trauma, cope with mental health disabilities, 
and lead happier and fuller lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Uplift Family Services, for its 150 
years of service and advocacy to children and 
families in Santa Clara County. 
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